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BALTIC BRINGS
FULL DETAILS
OF. FOG CRASH

But Who Bears the Blame for the
Tragedy Off Nantucket s
Still in Doubt.

EXPERIENCES OF RESCUED

Waiting in -the Fog for Day and
Succor While the Wireless
Called for Aid.

'DOUBLE TRANSFER AT SEA

Not a Man in the Whole Re-
public’s Crew but Did
His Duty.

| -

! MARCONI MAN’S

PART

.Binns Stayed with Capt. Sealby After
" the Passengers Departed —

The Republic’s End. |

The tul-l story of the collision betwuoen
the White Star liner Republic and the
Iloyd Italian liner Florida, the greatest
shipwreck in years, came out yesterday.
when the White Star liner Baltic brought
the survivors of both ships.to this port.
It proved to be a story of lives saved
rather than of lives lost; of earnest ef-
fort and not of capitulation; a st'ory of
the triumph of human ingenuity, thor-
oughness, sacrifice, fortitude ovel; disas-
ter, even over death itself; of what may
have been the mistake of one man caus-
ing the dire peri} of many.

Although it is three days since the
disaster off the island of Nantucket and
the great majority .f those whose lives
were endangered; have been saved through
the instrumentality of the steamship
Baltic, it is nevertheless true that the
Teal: story-of the wreck‘ of- the .Republic
had not been told till the sux.'vlvors
reached here yesterday. Out of the
ether, frc;m many sources, have come
tales and parts of tales, confusing, con-
tradictory, annoyingly brief, but not un-
til yesterday afternoon was the full narra-
tive of the shipwreck available.

The Republic left here last Friday aft-
ernoon. Yesterday the passengers who
waved good-bye to frierds frem her deck
returned quietly to port to be met by the
same friends and anxious relatives. Mean-
while they had passed through scenes
which not one of them will ever forget.
More different experiences had been
crowded into the .two Iintervening days
than usually come to & man in a score cf
years.

Both Ships Out of Their Course.

As usual in making the trip from New
York to the Mediterrancan, the Republic
coasted up the shore of Long Island in
the late afternoon, p’aslsed, far east of
Block Island, and in tli& early hours be-

gan, some distance below Nantucket, the
long, circling course which in the course
of time would cause her prow to point
southeastward to the Azores. The night
was dark and foggy, but this condition is
not unusual in the neighborhood of Nan-
tucket, and while the pessengers went to
bed to the unaccustomed sounding of the
ship’'s deep-voiced siren, few felt alarm.
The very sound itself seemed to spel]
safety.

Some time in the night the Florida, an
immigrant carrier belonging to the Liloyd
Ttaliano Company, bound from the Medi-
terranean for New York, swung around
the upper half of the circle above Nan:
tucket Light and began a journey south-
ward, which ®%y daybreak should have
yrought her well along the shore of Long

Island toward the Ambrose Channel
Lightship. -
Thus it was, all unknown to the pas-

sengers and crew of either ship, that
the two vessels approached each other in
the murk with virtually only the compass
and the clouded yellow glimmer of the
beacon on the Nantucket Lightship to
guide them. It appears now that the
Florida was the further to the westward
of the two and that both vessels were
glightly out of their course—the Republic
searcely at all, the Florida perceptibly so.

Noiselessly, to all intent and purpose,
the two ships drew nearer each other.
Rach sounded fog sirens. Neither could
see the other’'s lights. Yet the Captain
of each could hear the deep note of warn- |
ing that the other sounded from time to
time, and by the sound solely the Cap-
tains located each other's vessels. And
still the two ships drew together.

Mistaken Order Did the Rest.

According to the best accounts obtaina-
ble yesterday, the Captain of the Repub-
lic, Willlam A. Sealby, when he judged
by the sound of the Florida's siren that
the boats were too close for comfort, |
sounded two sharp blasts. In the mys-
terious parlance of the sea this is a signal
for the vessel approaching to turn to port,
the intent of the Captain of the vessel
signaling being to do the same thing im-
mediately, to the end that each ship may
turn away from the other,.and thus pass
safely.

The Captain of the Florida heard the
signal and knew its meaning. ‘'From his
point of vantage on the bridge he turned
quickly to the man at the wheel in the
wheelhouse. * Port! " he shouted in Ital-
ian—* Hard a-port!"” .

Into the matter was then projected
the agency of human fallibility.,K It

was allegeqd Yyesterday on board the
Baltic that the Quartermaster whirled
nis wheel to the right instead of to
the left, sending the vessel to starboard
instead of to port and heacing ner direct-
1y toward the Republic, still invisible, in
fact, though dimly discernible as a glow
of dirty yellow amid the blackness of the
fog. v

In less time than it takes to narrate
it, the accident, which has set the woxld
talking for three dayvs, happened. The
boats were so close together that once
the prow of the Florida turned more di-
rectly toward the Republic's side, the
collision was inevitable, The Florida's
bow struck the port side of the Republic
abaft amidships; not directly, but a
glancing blow. The impact, however,
was sufricient to send the sharp prow of
the smaller ship crashing into two of
the cabins on the upper decks of the
Rékpublic, while its full force was direct-
ed against the plates.that protected the
‘engine room. These plates were torn
away and a great hole opened in the side
of the Republic, through which imme-
diately the water began to rush.

Almost Noiseless Collislon.

Strangely enough, the collision made lit-
tle or no noise. The Florida, seemingly,
slid backward out of tke rent on the
Republic’'s side, and in another instant
was shrouded again in the fog that over-
hung the sea. Within a few seconds even
her lights were out of sight, and, to those
on the Republic, save for the damage she
had wrought,” the Itallan vessel might
.have been regarded as a phantom.

Within these few seconds, however,
much had happened. On the White Star
boat death had come to two persons,
Mrs. Eugene Lynch of Boston and W. J.
Mooney of Langdon, S. D., the latter dy-
ing instantly. ‘I'he crash, however, had
disturbed “only a few, though the terrific
rush of the sea as it poured into the hole
in the Republic’s side awakened all the
rest. What made the situation more ter-
rible was that every light in the boat

. went out,

: Passengers who attempted to obtaln!
ilight to ascertain what had happened, or
to dress by, found no light avallable.
Qutside could be heard the shouting of
.men on the deck and the terrible inrush-
"ing of the water. Needless to say, no
vite stopped to dress. Grasping a few
garments loosely, every one, steerage and
tirst-class passengers alike, rushed on
deck. Within a minute the decks were
crowded with anxious, confused persons,
hastening hither and thither, not knowing
what to do, nor where to go; all asking
questions, disturbed, yet withal caool in the
emergency And above all soufided the
constant inrush of :he water amidships.

Pertect Order Among the Crew.

Capt. Sealby was on the bridge of the
Republic when the collision took Dplace.
Almost before the Florida struck the cull
o0 quarters was sounded from the bridge,
Equally quick action was taken in the
engine room; in this Instance the most
important part of gle ship. The second
and fourth assistant engineers were on
watch, As the order was issued from the
bridge to close the water-tight doors, an
order was ~issued from the engine room
to rake down ‘the fires.

These orders were given in the pitch
darkness of the foggy night, neither of-
ficers nor men knowing exactly what had
already happened, or what was to hap-
pen next, Every order was promptly
vbeyed. Not a man hesitated, and to the
strict discipline and implicit obedience to
orders under the most trying circum-
stances the passengers of the Republic
unquestionably owed thelr lives in the
first instance.

As though it was simply a case of regu-
lar drill and not a deadly earnest matter,
each officer, petly officer, and sailor on
| the Republic went to his station, took!
‘his orders, attacked his task, and kept at|
"it. Petty officers went about among the|
scantily clad passengers, reassuring the
nervous, getting order out of chaos little
by little. Two rockets, signals of dis-
tress, were fired from the bridge. Mean-
while the water-tight bulkheads had been
closed on the engine room and the inrusn
of the sea had been stayed. The work of
raking down the fires had to be done
speedily and was a perilous task. To
have left the fires would have been to
risk an explosion which would have sent
the ship, and in all probability every soul
on her, to the bottom, The great fires
that had driven the ship throughout the
night were raked down in a few minutes
while the water was still rushing in.
when the coal passers and engineers at
last jumped up to safety they leaped out
of water nearly three feet deep.

Waliting in a Calm Sea.

It was 5:45 in the morning when the
"collision occurred. The dawn should have
been breaking, but the fog obscured the
light. In the darkness the passengers
huddled together on the decks and kept
still, Some of the more venturesome felt
i their way through dark alleyways to state-
rooms and obtained additional wraps.
Lhe murk without, the utter darkness in
the cabins, the absence of the throbbing
"of the engine to which the passengers had
already become accustomed, and the sul-
len washing of the calm sea against her
| sides, all served to accentuate the mys-
tery of the thing that - had happened and
'to make the timid more fearsome. From
the time the two ships met until the light
of day came was a period of quiet, except
for those who had tasks to perform.

One of those whose task was all im-
portant was J. W. Binns, the Marconi
operator, to whom the survivors owe the
swift summoning of distant ships to
their aid and the world owes what
news it received within a few hours of
the collision. Of Binns's courage and
energy, of his efforts and their Eesults, a
yreat deal has already been written.
Within a few minutes after the Florida
had faded back into the mist whence she
came the alr above the ship was trans-
mitting the magic code signal, * C. Q. D.,”’
which apprised the world of what had
happened,: and brought to the scene, at
full speed, the vessels that were to prove
the salvation of the passengers and crew.

The Floridia Reappears.

While there was any steam avalilable
the Republic’'s whistle was kept going
coutinuously, and it was this that
prought the Florida back out of the fog
to the aid of tlie ship she had wounded.
Although it was apparent, &linost as soon
as she have in sight, that she was the
cause of the Republic’'s damage, she was
none .the less welcome to thie passengers
on the decks of the larger ship. The
mere sight of her was cheering, and,
while the Florllda.‘s bow was literally torn
away and a gaping hole stood out double
piack in the dim light of the early, fog-
hidden dawn, it was easily seen that she
was not nearly so badly smitten as was

the Republic. So, with the coming of the

light, every one aboard the White Star
liner took courage. .
The extent of the injury to the port sid

of the Republic ascertalned, and an ex-
amination made of the bulkheads to’see
whether they would withstand the strain
which the tons of water were putting
upon them, Capt. Sealby turned his at-
tention to the possibility of getting the
passengers off. He got into communica-
tion with the Captain of the Florida,
which had come up alongside, within hail=
ing distance The arrangementg were soon
made. Then Capt. Sealby summoned the
41) passengers to the deck below the
bridge. They came straggling, some of
as she hove in sight, that she wpas the
them still confused. Their appearance, too,
in the half light would have been ludi-
crous had the occasion not heen so serious.
They were dressed in every imaginable
garment from blankets to overcoats. Many
were barefoot. Some had stockings, but’
no shoes: others wore slippers, but no
stockings.

Captain’'s Speech From the Bridge.

Speaking from the bridge. the Captain
reassured the passengers and asked for
thelr co-operation. He said there was.
no immediate danger, but that their trans-
fer to the Florida was thought advisable.
The embarkation in the small boats must
be done slowly and carefully, he said, and
of course it must be a case of ‘‘ women
and children first." : '

Capt. Sealby had heen so busy directing
the saving of his vessel that few of the
passengers had seen him after the ves~
sel was struck until he spoke to them
from the bridge. ‘He sald:

‘ Passengers of the Republie: I want
to advise you that the steamer has been
injured 1 collision. We are in no im-
mediate danger, but I want to ask you to
stand by me and act with coolness and
judgment. There is, 1T repeat, no imme-
diate danger; but to be on the safe side
it is necessary for you to be transferred
to the Florida as soon as possible. It
will take some time, and I expect that
you will be cool and not excited. Take
your time getting into the lifeboats. Re-
member, the women and children go first,
and the first cabin next, and then the
others. The crew will be the last to leave
this vessel.”

There were shouts of approval, a chear
or two, and then, with a direct objective
before them and the prospect of not
standing by helplessly any longer, the
passengers hastened in an orderly man-
ner to gather together what belongings
they hud and to follow the directions
of the officers and crew as to taking
the boats.

‘When' the boats were lowered the wo-
men and children were taken aboard, and
trip after trip was made until they were
all safely transported to the Florida.
Luckily the sea was calm, very calm
Indeed, but even as it was the trip across
the stretch of water to the Florida was
somewhat of an adventure to many of
the women. The transfer of the pas-
sengers, 449 of them, occupied two hours
and a little more, and was accomplished
without mishap.

Binns Stayed at the Key.

During: the morning, In response to the
“C. Q. D" signal, ships began arriving
in the vicinity of the Republic. On board
were then only the Captain, the second
officer, a boat's crew, and the indomitable
Binns, the Marconi operator. The oncom-
ing vessels were guided by Binns, still
at his instrument ticking away messages,
first . to this port, then to that; one to
this ship, then one to the office. News
was going out to the world that the pas-
sengers were safe, that the boat had not
sunk, that there was no Immediate dan-

er.

gInstructions were going out, too, as to
the exact locality of the disabled steamer.
Binns was doing it all. He and the Mar-
coni instrument kept the whole thousand-
odd souls on board the two boats in touch
‘wlth the world out beyond the fog. Now
‘quite alone In his little cabin, and now
with Capt. Sealby standing by him and
i telling him what to send and where to
igend {t, Binns kept at his task all the
livelong day and well into the night. When
darkness came the electricity in the stor-
age batteries gave out. The dynamos had
gone when the engine room was flooded,
His instrument silenced, Binns was per-
force idle. But he had done a great day’s
work in the estimation of all who knew
of it.

The Baltic Appears.

) In the early evenlng the great Baltic
hove in sight. The Gresham, from Wood'é
Hole, had arrived earlier, and thus,
though the batteries falled aboard the Re-
public, the stricken ships were able to
keep up communication by proxy, as it
were.

But with the arrival of the Baltic an-
other anfl much more momentous change
took place. Careful consideration of tha
fnjury done to the Florida in the collisior’
showed that though her engines were un-
harmed, she was in a condition which
made it inadvisable to leave aboard of her
the 1,600 or more people who now con-
stituted her burden,’ when a much safer
means of conveying them was at hand.
Therefore it was decided that the pas-
sengers should be transferred once aga.lti;'
Not only were the Republic's passengers
and crew to be taken aboard the Baltie,
but the passengers and most of the crew
of the Florida were to be transferred, too,
and there were 839 of the Florida's pas-
sengers. A

Transfer in & Choppy Sea.

The task was stupendous. To ma.ko
matters worse the sea had risen in the'
evening and was very choppy. To trang<
fer from one ship to another approx!;
mately 1,400 passengers, even in cglm
weather, is a difficult tundertaking. It
had to be done, however, and, as It was
at every stage, the men were there wh'b'
dared to do it. ’

The boats of the Baltic and the Repub-
lic’ were used. Each carried about ten
passengers, in addition to Its crew. The
first boat left the Florida's side about 8
o'clock on Saturday night, according to
Capt. Ranson of the Baltic, and the trans-
fer was finished twelve hours later. Thus,
all through the night the boats plied back
and forth, the passengers none too well
pleased at the ordeal through which they
were put.

This second transfer was totally J4if-
ferent from that which had been made
in the morning. To begin with, the Re-
public’'s passengers had found much to
dislike on the Florida, which is an im-
migrant ship. Gen. Brayton Ives was
so disgusted that he volunteered, elderly
man as he is, to handle an oar in one
of the bodts, and his services were ac-
cepted. i

Trouble Over Second Moving.

The same caution that is always given
on such occasions was sung out on board
the Florlda before the boats were lowered.
It was to be a case of women and child-
ren first, of course. There are -stories,
somewhat vague and probably not quite
true, to the effect that the Itsstzn steers
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passengers on the Florids, or £ome
.tliem, objected to the arder of things
Prpposed by the officers. Little or mno
biéction was made to the women and'
children first order, but the proposal that
after the women end children had been
laken the men of the first class should
take precedence over those in the steer-
age was not indly received.
*There are no classes here; we are all
equal,” the Italians are credited with
-erying. The afficers, however, were ada-
*. mént, and orders were obeyed.' Two or
~ three men stood by the head of the gang-
< iway all night long and saw to it that the
. women and children did take to the boats
- first, and that the first-class passengers
took precedence over the others. One of
L};,eL Jmen who did a great dezl to maintain
giccipline and order and to make the
‘siransfer to the Baltic a success was Chief
_%Steward Frederick S. Spencer of the Re-
- 's_bubllc. No one ‘“‘got by ' Spencer.
: It is in connection with this transfer,
_gtoo; that the tale was told by a great
Ymapy of those who reached port on the
%'Ba._lﬂc vesteyday of the conduct of the
iwriter of nautical stories. James B. Con-
pholly. This story is emphatically denied
by Mr. Connolly. It was that he insisted
:Dn going aboard a boat with the women.
- ¥The feeling against Connoily on the Baltlc
Yyesterday seemed to be very strong in-
‘deed. He denies emphatically, however,
Z%that ke did anything .of the kind.

%

_Republic Long at Sinking Stage.
% “Pwentf-four hours after the Florida
struck the Republic the two ships were
{ying in almost the same place side by
tside, destroyer and destroyed. The greas
{Republic now had tarpaulin hung over her
.s5ide hiding the big rent., The boat had
%_a‘ list to starboard, thougn the hole was

. ‘on the port side. A little distance away
‘the Florida, the great gap in her bow the
(.‘;f}:nost noticeable thing about her, * stood
bhy.” She had refused assistance. and it
‘svas believed that she could make New
iYork under her own steam, as proved to
wbe the case.

7 Pven while the ttansfer of the passen-
= sgers from the Florida to the Baltic was '
zolng on, it was feared that the Republic'
““¥would sink. At one.tinfe soon afterward,
iso-great was this fear. that Capt. Sealby]
éan‘d his chief officer, together with a few
: -.g._bt"ﬁne crew in a small boat, stood off for
Wours waiting for the liner to make her |
-, tlast plunge. She had some hours of ex-
stence Jeft, however.

6r a roll call, and it developed during
tﬁg night, as printed in THB TrMES in
the morning, that thcre had been five
Fdsaths—two on the Republic and three,
1ot four as at first reported by wireless,
“tonithe Florida. Omne steward, Hugh Rob-
'‘f&fts, had charge of the four cabins on the
Repdblic which were Jliterally destroyed
when the Florida's bow crashed through
the “superstructure. As soon as some
“Zmémblance of order was obtained he had
%cne from room to room, looking to the
‘tsafety of the passengers in his immediate
. icharge. He helped Mr. Lynch out of
“SCrmbin 3¢ and Mrs. Mconey to gain the
¥deck from Cabin 32. He found, too, that
"#Mrs. Lynch’s body had been terribly man-
g}g,lgg and carried some distance aft by the
ollision. Mr. Mooney had apparently
‘s’ﬁé&:— sleeping on one of ihe settees, his
iwlfe being in a lower berth. His body

3
Z-xas carried some distance, and the head

"Q‘wé_s terribly crushed.

1 “When Capt. Sealby heard Roberts’s
“44téry of the finding of the bodies he quiet-
,gjyf‘ordered that they be placed in coffins

Yand left on the boat. There was hope

“then of saving the vessel. When she
‘Swras abandoned the first time the coffins
wgre Jeft on board. So it was the second
fitime. And finally they went down with
£the ‘ship.

"% Owing .o the fact that the quarters of
: ;”{tlfe crew on the Florida were far forward
?-ﬁh‘é-men off watch were those to suffer.

;One of them. a lad of 18, was the only
{fsurvivor of a family which lived until a
*few wecks ago in Messina. His family

:all dead. he had turned his face to & new
. ;i:f:]and and was working his way across the

“ocean oh the Florida to the country he

was doomed never to see.

_‘i: Even those clasely conceraed knew lit-
“éﬂe of these cvents until the early hours

"of Sunday, for only then was there a

chance to gather up loose threads, to
¢ check over passengers lists, to hear re-

\"ports from petty officers who had been

an duty twenty-four hours without a

: kreak, always busy and with no time to

Yo itend to detalls.

Sealby's Fight for His Ship.

After the passengers had all been trans-

ferred to the Ballic, and safely. irans-
- ferred at that, though the odds had been
. all against the undertaking, and one or
two persons had fallen overboard, but had
peen rescued. (apt. Scalby determined
that the Republic was going to Wwith-
" stand the terrvific battering she was get-
3 1ing from thec waves and that, with care,
" she could be saved. He was on board
again, and soon let Capt. Ranson of the
Baitic know that he wanted back on
“board the members of the crew who had
‘ been taken to the F ltic.
Standing on the bridge of his damaged
i ship, confident and active ‘still, though
" he had passed through twenty-four hours
. of experiences such as come to few men,
and would try the sour of most Capt.
-Sealby called through 2 rqeg‘a.phone to
the Baltie, that he believed the Republic
: was going to stay afloat. Across the
: stretch of sea on the bridse of the Baltic
' stood Capt. Ranson.
“Po you want us to continue to stand
. by?” asked Capt. Ranson through his
! megaphone, while the great crowd of
| passengers on the deck below, looked and
ligtened and wondered.
‘Sealby's laugh could be heard across the
$wwater. * You can go on,” he shouted.
£ We're all right.”
Then he went on to explain that it all
depended on one bulkhead. If the bulk-
] head known as No. 1 held, all would be
~iavell. If it went, tfie shop would go, too.
f.4nd Sealby velled‘across the water that
Zhe believed the bulkhead was going to
Ithold.
7 “There were standing by at this time the
t ‘Anchor Line boat Furnessia and the reve-
! nue cutter Gresham, in addition to the
1 Baltic. The New York, which had stood
Eby for some hours and which it was ex-
f,pe‘cted would have to tow the Florida to
sxew York, in all probability, was also
i within sight.
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The Baltic Starts Homeward. |

So it was that when Capt. Sealby an-
nounced that he was all right, the Baltlc
. got under way for New York. It was a

mixed crowd of passengers she carried—
iit-talians who had never seen America,
pleasure seekers returning to their native
iand after weeks and months of absence,
4iid  other pleasure seekers, whose
tjiought had been but two days ago, that
'h;ey would not see New York again for
many weeks or months. It must have
Been with mingled emotions that the lat-
fer -class gazed back at the partly sub-
merged Republic as she lay like a greai
16g. making her fight against the sea.

“The fog did not delay the Baltic much,
and she came down from the wreck to
T.ong Island in good time. There she was
picked up by the wireless station at
Sagaponack, and later by the Sea Gate
-§tation, so that all New York would have
Imown of her coming had it not been that
‘ the day was Sunday. The Cunarder Lu--
cania had preceded her by about four|
Hiours, -and had been in communicati
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practically all day, so that every knot|
of her progress toward this \ports was |
watched. - - Lo
Early yesterday morning, only a few'
minutes after midnight, in fact, watchers
off the Ambrose Channel Lightship heard .
the big boom of the Baltic's siren off in‘
the fog, which had come down again |
after lifting. Soon.she appeared, a great |
yellow blear in the fog. -The pilot was
taken aboard at about 12:30 olclock. Then '
the run was mede down past the lightship .
: to a point not far from where the Lucania
{had anchored. The.anchor was-dropped
| and the.big boat.lay still. .The Republic’'s
passengers were all. agsleep by that time.
It had been many hours since they had
“had any rest. :

Last of the Republic.

Back at the scene of the .wreck Capt.
Sealby was making good his promise to
try and save his ship. With a small
picked crew.he was.on the-Republic, and
the Gresham and. the Furnessia had
passe_d lines  aboard in ‘pr,ep'aration for
towing. The Furnessia was to act as a
rudder, the lines being passed from her
bow to the stern -of. the Republic. The
Gresham was dead ahead, trying.to pull
the disabled ship along.. The whole in-
tent was.to get the ‘Htpublic in shallow
water along the Nantucket Shoals some-
where, so, that if she sank something
could be saved from ‘the ‘Wreck..

Progress was slow. The little Gresham
had tackled a big job. The derelict de-
stroyer Seneca joined in the work -of
towing early in the evening. The Gresham
kept her searchlight playing on the dis-
abled boat. Before long, when the- Re-
public was about six miles furthér tothe
north "than she had been on Saturday
night, Capt. Sealby .decided that the
chances were greatly against him. He
feared the ship would sink at almost any
minute. Eventually he sent the crew
aboard the Gresham, but refused to fol-
low. His chief officer: declined 'to’ leave
him, so the two stayed. : '

‘When about 8 o'clock in the evening
the Gresham’s searchlight was held
steadyv on the wreck for a few minutes, it
was noted that the bow was rising fast.
Shortly afterward two pistol shots sound-
ed and blue lights burned on the wreek."

Captain on Her When She Sank,

Capt. Sealby and his chip® officer knew
when -the fight was over. They .knew
when the sea had won its victory. Just
after the shots were fired and the blue
lghts lit, the chief officer jumped from
the rail. The Captain made for the fore-
mast. The bulkhead he had counted on

had not held. He went up the mast and

when he reached the mast head light he
paused. Then the ship went down,
%The plunge of the Republic was wit-
essed from the Gresham, which had
lowered its lifeboat as soon as the pistol
shots " were fired. The big ship’ went
down. stern first. - ITn point of  fact Capt.
Sealby was on her when she sank. The
Gresham's lifeboat picked him up within
three-quarters of an hour, and the chief
officer was found, too. The. boat was
rowed away from the spot toward the
Gresham. Just an angry swirl of water
ior a. few minutes, and then the surface
of the seag at that particular point off
Nantcuket Shoals regained its usual ap-
pearance. The Republic had gone.

ONE WOMAN. SAW -THE CRASH.

She Stood on the Florida's - Deck,
‘Dumb with Terror.

There is just one women in the world
who with her own eyes, stood, struck
dumb with terror, saw. through the
gloom of night and fog the Florida ram
her bow into the vitals of the' Repiublic
and then reel back, her prow torn and
crushed from the shock. This woman is
Miss Filomena Cayliafern, living at the
Hotel Winthrop., Seventh Avenue and
125th Street, Manhattan. She didn’t faint,
and saw the whole of the marine tragedy.
i She was returning» from a visit to rela-
tives in Northern Italy, and was one of
.the Florida's thirteen cabin passengers.
She told her story to.a TIMES reporter
! yesterday after ‘the arrival of the Baltie.
| Miss Cayliafern had gone to bed on Fri-
| day nights but because of the deep boom-
\ing of the Florida’s siren she was unable
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to sleep. Finally at'an early hour in the
.morning of Saturdayv she got up, dressed,
and went to the deck. She was nervous,
and walked the deck with rapid strides.

** We were going at reduced_speed,’’ she
said, ‘‘ and the whistle of the Florida was
going almost constantly. The sound had
driven sleep from *me, and I was pacing
the.deck. .Suddenly there.came to my ears
the sound of-another whistle, so faint that
it seemed to me to be an echo of our own
blasts.. I paid no attention to it for a
:time, and as it grew louder 1 went up to
.a‘sailor and asked him if that was not the
whistle of another vessel off in the fog.

. The ‘Tragedy One Womnn Saw.

“I walked forward and was peering
into the darkness ahead when the hull of
the approaching vessel came into view al-
.most ahead of us. There was more and
hurried whistling, and then, almc/xst as
soon as it takes to tell it, the bow of the
Florida went crunching into the side of
the Republic. There was a shock through
the Florida, and I gripped hold of the rail.
It '‘seemed to me that there were two dis-
tinct blows struck. The bow of our
steamer seemed to rebourid a bit from the
Republic, and then the two vessels came
together again. :

* 4] saw the officers move about quick-
1y after.that. Sharp orders were given
gnd - some of the- men ran toward the
bow to see what damage had been done.
©“7In the meantime the t®o vessels had
drifted apart and we came to a stop.
The crew was then examining the bow
and -making ' temporary ' repairs, ‘It all
happened very quickly, but it “did, not
take” long to Trealize that we had ~dam-
aged the other vessel severely, for im-
mediately her whistle began to sound
short and-frequent blasts, and then there
came the boom of a rocket from the
Republic. o :

.. *“Below, aft.. were the steerage -pas-
sengers, and they came pouring up to the
deck in a great state of-excitement. Some
were shouting out in fear and some were
erying; all appeargd to be overcome with
fear. .I myself wdg frightened, but those
‘on the deck below were more frightencd,
,to judge by- their cries and .the activity
among :them. The men immediately gave
them their attention, telling them to keep
cool, that there was every chance that
we were not going to sink. When the
hurried examination- of the bow was
done the officers passed among the pag-
sengers assuring them that the Florida
had -not ‘been hit in_a - vital spot and
would keep afloat. This soon had the
reffect to restoring calm. but it was many

an hour before an appearance of calmj

was restored. Even then there were many
who prayed aloud for their deliverance.

‘ The Men Killed Instantly.

- “The men who were killed were mem-
,bers of the crew who were not on watch
and were asleep in the extreme forward
part of the vessel. They must have
been instantly - killed when the terrific

force of the impact caved®in the stem
of the liner, crushing them.

. *“Two of the bodies were found, I under-
stand. The bodies of the other two had
not been recovered when we left the ves-
 sell The water in the forward compart-
iment wasg too deep to allow of a search
being made.

“* The Florida worked back to a position

ralongside the Republic, and there was
an exchange of talk between the skippers
1of the two vessels, and then the Repub-
:lic*'s passengers began to come to us.”’
. Ancther passenger who could not sleep
was Dominic Reberto of 84 Howe Street,
Hazleton, Penn. He occupied a first-class
cabin on the TFlorida with Albert Zigaril
of 13 State Street, Paterson, N. J., who
was also awake Mr. Roberto sald that
a few minutes before the shock car he
had called his companion’s att€ntioh to
the anngying sound of the oft-sounding
whistle, ) )

“ [ think I hear another whistle,” said
Roberto, and then came the blow that
hurled both men from their berths to the
floor half dressed. .They jumped to their
feet and rushed on deck.

“As I got to the deck,” sald Roberto,
“1 saw the big hull of the Republic a
faint blur in the darkness, and immediate-
ly there camc over the water the boom
of a rocket, and the darkness was for
a second “illiminated. The bow of the
Florida was in bad condition, and there
was a running and scurrying of men down
there, investigating the nature of the
damage and repairing it.as best they
could. : L

The Panie in the Stecrage.

“ Already- the steerage passengers awak-
ened from sleep were swarming in ter-
ror to’ the deck. Looking down from the
deck weé could see. them by the light of
‘the ship's lamps running about, some cry-
ihg, while othérs huddled under the side
of the-deckhouse; others- were praying.
. All was excitement when the‘ship's
-officers- went about among - the half-
crazed, praying crowd -and assured them
thét  there was no' danger. Some were
soon quieted, but. othersihad to be almost
driven. below. befére they would cease
their walils.: .-Tn. the, end a measure of
quiet was restored. It was a ~wildly ex-
citing time, .and among.us all there was a
great feeling of unrest and anxiety . until
weé were told that the Florida ‘had not

:béen-hit i a vital"spot ‘and thatsshe would’
eep,.afloat, This ahxiety “was:intensi-.
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fied when we saw the crew spring to
the boats and get them ready. to be
dro’piped into the water. N )

*“The Florida was worked into a posi-
tion near the Republic, and from bridge
to bridge a communication was estab-
lished by megaphone. Those on the deck
of the Klorida strained their eyes watch-'
ing .the great hull of the White Star
liner, wondéring how badly she had been
injured and, their own safety assured, |
-wondering if she would keep afloat until:
her passengers and the crew would get|
off, or whether she would go down with
those on board before the boats could be
cleared away.and got away with those on
board. .

“ Minute after minute we watched,|
many of ourrown passengers still crymg}
and praying with fright, until from out
of the darkness we made out the first
of the Republic’s boats coming towardi
us, now appearing and now disuppearing{
as she rose and fellon the waves.”

Roberto, who was with his friend, told
the same story of their flight to the deck
after the vessels came together. He said
that the blow struck by-their steamer was
a terrific one, though that vessel was only
going under reduced speed at sthe time.
He said that as the YFlorida febounded
from the White Star liner and}her bow
came free of the gaping hole it Had made,
one of the T¥lorida's_  anchors was
wrenched off and left behind in the side
of the death-struck Republic.

A Steerage Passenger’s Stqry.

One man in the Florida's steerage who |
‘could speak fairly good English was John |
Vigliotti of New Haven, Conn. He had |
been in the earthquake-striclten district
of Italy. and was returning to his work
as a laborer here.

“ I came up from below, where I was
sleeping, as soon as I recovered from the
shock,”’ he said. ‘ Men and women were
pushing their way up the, narrow com-
pantonway tn the deck. Many were al-
most overcome by fear, and all felt un-
certain as to what had happened. The
officers soon went about telling us that
there had. been a collision, but that an
examination of our bow showed that we
would keep afloat.

““Then came the call from -the Captain
of the. Republic, in reply to our offer to
stand by. saving that his boat was in bad
condition, and his passengers werc to be
sent to us.” . é

Dr. Colorni, Italian Royal Commissitner,
vho comes here'as a co-worker to Count
.Massigiia, the Italiun Ccrsul General
here, was on the Florida. He was thrown
from his berth by the force of the col-
lision. but was uninjured.

1 was just getting up and [ wa.s“s_ent
rolling about the floor,” he said The
boat Seemed to rise up and then settle
down, and all was still_for an instant.
When 1 got to the deck T found that the
water was coming into the for®@ard part
of the Florida. We were told that there
was no danger. I looked in vain for the
vessel we had struck, but could not see
her. Then, after we found her we stood
by and her passengers were taken on
board our vessel.” .

Count Massiglia was down at the pier
to meet the Roval Commissioner. 'The
ftallan Consul Géneral was the first man
aboird the Baltic after she reached her
pier, and his welcome of his colleague,
Dr. Colorni. and the rest of the party, was
very demonstrative.

A Boston Humorist's Account.

George F, Merrittt’ of Norfolk ,House,
Boston, was in the crush at- the head of

the ladder on the Florida.

«In the jam on the Florida,” he said,
«T had an excltable Italian right ahcad
of me. HMe wasn’t taking any chances.

e had a nice light, soft life preserver on
ﬁis back and agnice light, soft life pre-
server on his front. 1 suy nice and lignt
and soft because that-is'the part that par-
ticularly interested me. We were jammed
so tight that 1 think if he hadn't placed
that =soft rear fender on himseif his spine
might have made a journey through my
chest and abdomen.” -

Mr. Merritt is bald, very bald. He says
that when he was on the deck of the Re-
public, a few minutes after the collision
with the Florida, a woman came running
to him excitedly, with her hair hanging
down, and shouted: ,

* Have you any hair combs?”

Merritt says? .

“1 looke8 at her very sadly.
took off my hat.”

Then 1
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